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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Major Charles Yancey to James Barbour. 

Richmond, Feb'' 9'" 1820. 
My dear Sir; 

Your very important favor of the 6'" was received yester- 
day morning, it was handed to several of your friends, for the 
purpose of learning their opinion that I might promptly com- 
municate to you & Mr. Pleasants; for I well know the awful 
reiponsibility that now rests upon you, & how unpleasant your 
situations are in making choice of evils of such magnitude. I 
am of opinion that a great majority of our house of Delegates 
are for risking consequences, and I would not at this time as- 
sent to the compromise. Many say they would not yield the 
19'". part of a hair. I can with certainty say, if you wish to 
speak the voice of our present legislature, that you must stand 
stubborn in opposition to the compromise. As a proof of the 
prevailing Sentiment, — this evening is appointed to recommend 
elections of P. & V. P. we shall meet at 6 o'clock, & I have no 
doubt the meeting will be postponed, to enable us to be gov- 
erned by events. It is said by many that the President & others 
in power think more of their situations^ than the best interest 
of the people whose rights are involved in the Missouri ques- 
tion — harsh expressions are used in relation to you all. Some 
say you are all frightened, & in relation to yourself surprise is 
expressed, from a recollection of the zeal and nerve which you 
displayed as our Chief Magistrate in time of peril and danger. 
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As a friend to you & Mr. Pleasants, I beseech you to stand 
firm in opposition to the Compromise, regardless of consequences 
& you will have the Support of the old Dominion. I have 
seen Jordans & Rd, Morris'^ Joint letter to your brother Phillip, 
it is strong, but not stronger than the Current opinion here — 
the excitement is as strong as it can be with you, & many feel 
as though they have on their Armour & orders to March to 
N. england; in great haste 

I am dear Sir yours Sincerely 

Ch= Yancey. 

P. S. present me affectionately 
to M"' J. Pleasants, who of 
Coiuse you will show this letter. 
Tiie honorable Ja^. Barbour. 

John C. Calhoun to T. W. Gilmer and others. 

Washington is"' June 1834 
Gentlemen, 

I have been honoured by your note of the g*"* Inst., invit- 
ing me in the name of a number of citizens of Albemarle, who 
are opposed to Executive usurpation and misrule, to partake 
of a Public Dinner at Charlottesville, on the approaching An- 
niversary of Independence; and I regret to say, that my en- 
gagements will not permit me to accept your invitation. 

I cordially agree with you in the opinion you have expressed 
of the Acts of the Federal Executive, to which you have re- 
fered, and have, in the discharge of my official duties, during 
the Session cheerfully united with all entertaining the same 
opinion, to resist those acts to the best of my abilities, how- 
ever differing on other subjects. Had I acted otherwise, 1 
would have been unfaithful to my oath to support the Con- 
stitution, and the principles of the party, with which it is my pride 
to act, and whose motto is opposition to usurpation in what- 
ever form & from whatever quarter. So long as the Execu- 
ti\e shall persist in its acts of usurpation, so long shall I feel 
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bound by the high obligation of duty to continue to pursue the 
same course, without regarding the diversities of opinion, be 
they small or great, between myself and others whom I may 
find in opposition to the same acts. 

But while I thus stand prepared to resist the encroachments 
of the Executive, I must say, that, in my opinion, every scheme 
of resistance limited to the acts of that Department, without 
looking beyond, must in the end prove abortive. Unless I am 
greatly deceived, the true equilibrium of our political System 
is to be found in the great and primary division of power be- 
tween the General & State Governments. So long as this fun- 
damental distribution remains undisturbed, as established by the 
constitution, there is, in my opinion, but little danger of the De- 
partments of the Governments attempting to encroach on each 
other, or, if either should make the attempt, that it would be 
successful, but let this fundamental distribution be disturbed, 
and it will be found impossible to maintain the equilibrium of 
power between the Departments. 

If these 'lews be correct, usurpation, under our system, 
must commence by encroachments on the rights of the States, 
and can only take place through the agency of congress which, 
by an express provision of the Constitution, is vested, exclu- 
sively, with all the discretionary powers authorized under that 
instrument to be exercised by this Government, or any of its 
Departments, and through which powers only is there the least 
danger of encroachment. But while usurpation can only origi- 
nate in the encroachment of Congress on the rights of the 
States, the necessary effect of such encroachment is to increase 
the relative power of the Executive and thereby to lead the way 
to the encroachment of that Department on the powers of Con- 
gress. I hold it then, as a fundamental law of the system, that 
whatever power Congress may take from the State, will enure, 
not to its advantage, but to that of the Executive. The reason 
IS obvious. 

The patronage, and consequently, the influence of the Gov- 
ernment are vested in that Department; and, as the power & 
action of this Government must increase, just in proportion 
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as it absorbs the rights of the States, in the same degree will 
the patronage & influence of the Executive increase. It is thus, 
that the encroachments of Congress on the State augments the in- 
fluence and power of the Executive Department and prepares the 
way in turn, for its usurpations on the powers of Congress just as 
we now see. What, I would ask, has prepared the way for the 
usurpations of the present Executive? What has so erroneously 
increased his influence & power? What has created that count- 
less host of officeholders & office expectants, which stand ready 
to sustain the Executive in all his acts, whether they be right, 
or wrong? For the cause of all this, we must look to the acts 
of Congress — to that system of legislation, that drew into the 
vortex of this Government the control over the entire industry 
and wealth of the country — that poured millions into its treas- 
ury beyond its legitimate wants, to be wasted in the most pro- 
fuse and extravagant manner, on objects not authorized by the 
Constitution. It is this, which has so dangerously increased 
the influence and power of the Executive — which has spread 
corruption and servility over the land — which has divided and 
distracted the country — which, by creating an immense surplus 
revenue, beyond the most profuse expenditure, has tempted the 
Executive to seize on the public treasury, and which finally sus- 
tains him in the present open & flagrant breach of the Laws 
& Constitution. It is thus that the usurpation of Congress on 
the States has lead the way to that of the Executive on Con- 
gress; and that, not by any accidental operation, but by neces- 
sary consequence, through a fixed law of the system. We are 
thus taught the important lesson, that the legislative Depart- 
ment, in encroaching on the rights of the States, must in the 
end be absorbed by the Executive, and that the first and indis- 
pensible step towards arresting the usurpations of that Depart- 
ment on its rights is to abandon its usurpations on the rights 
of the States — abandon, in the present instance, that supremacy 
v\rhich it has assumed over the States, and all those powers, the 
exercise of which has led to the present disastrous state of 
things. 'Till this is done, no effectual and permanent resistance 
can be made to Executive usurpations. Should we ever succeed 
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in arresting the present acts of usurpation, and in expelling 
from power, those who are their authors, the victory would 
be but temporary unless the rights of the States should be re- 
stored. 

We may rest assured, that it is only on the elevated and com- 
manding position of States rights, that th^ contest against Exec- 
utive usurpation can be permanently and successfully maintained. 
It is the chosen spot, on which the patriotic must take their 
stand in defense of the institutions and liberty of the country. 
It is the consecrated ground, on which your ancient and re- 
nowned commonwealth successfully contended against usurpa- 
tion in the great contests of '98, and on which she must now 
again contend in the same sacred cause, if she seeks to emulate 
her former story and success. On the other, defeat and disaster 
will be inevitable. 

I take the liberty in conclusion to offer to you the fol- 
lowing sentiment. 

State rights and state remedies the only effectual barrier 
against usurpation; let them be prostrated, and in the place of 
an elective chief Magistrate, we shall speedily have a Military 
Despot, 

With great respect 

I am &c 

J. C. Calhoun 
T. W. Gilmer Esq., 
and others of the 
Committee of ar- 
rangements. 

R. M. T. Hunter to T. W. Gilmer 

Sep*--. iSt" 1837 
Dear Gilmer 

I have been wishing to exchange views with you upon the 
subject of the course of parties in relation to the currency. 
Su}pposing however that you were absent from home, I have 
been deferring this letter until I could ascertain your local 
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"whereabouts." Learning that you have returned I take this 
occasion to put a few questions to you upon your political 
"whereabouts" which I know you will pardon on account of 
the common cause in which we are engaged. You have doubt- 
less perceived M"'. Calhoun's course on the great question be- 
fore us and the reasons for it not given byl himself will shortly 
suggest themselves to you when you cast your eyes upon the 
present state of Southern commerce. But apart from this, it 
seems to me that the V* whigs (the States-right portion I mean) 
have at last the opportunity to redeem their cause and their 
principles by adhering to their views in '34 upon this question, 
and by just regard to the ancient doctrines of the old republican 
party. I had supposed that the whigs of the Albemarle dis- 
trict were too mindful of former opinions as represented by 
Gordon to have thrown themselves into the scale of the conser- 
vatives, but the Charlottesville Advocate contains an article in 
relation to Garland which has given me great surprise. I have 
not yet committed myself as yet, and would take it as a great 
favor if you would communicate your views to me on the sub- 
ject. 

I am entirely clear that a divorce between the government 
and banks is sound in principle, just in policy, and beneficial to 
Southern interests. Much however will depend upon the de- 
fails of the scheme. It must not be so precipitate as to insure 
defeat and prejudice a valuable principle by unwise attempts to 
execute it. It must not be so executed as to increase instead 
of diminishing executive patronage. But that the scheme is pre- 
ferable to the pet bank system I presume there can be no doubt 
in the minds of the whigs. 

I submit it to your consideration whether the real alterna- 
tives are not the sub-treasury system and the United States bank. 
And whether the choice of the latter alternative at this time 
would not be fatal to, our hopes of restraining executive power 
and to our commercial interests at the South. Can we safely 
repose the power over the currency and capital of the whole 
■country to such an institution North of the Potomac even if 
there were no constitutional objections which to my mind exist 
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and are insuperable? In this view of the question it seems to 
me necessary that we should take measures of opposition at onc« 
I"*- for the reason that, if we now procure the divorce, we drive 
the administration upon the ground chosen by ourselves in 1834. 
The necessary consequence of which will be the desertion of his 
northern friends. 2'^"' We secure ourselves against the dangers 
of a consolidated money power placed in the' hands of the execu- 
tive and moulded for the benefit of Northern commerce at the 
expense of our own and 3""^ by taking our ground at once we 
prevent Ritchie from taking it who otherwise will abandon his 
present position to occupy the vantage ground on the field of 
battle which we might have withheld. It is the only field of 
battle upon which we can beat him in Virginia, and the van- 
tage ground is certainly covered in our State by the anti-bank 
artillery. Let us seize it at once and strike a decided blow not 
merely for party supremacy but for our own peculiar interests 
and institutions. To do so involves no desertion of principle 
but an adherence to former opinions, it supposes nothing unfair 
even to the Northern institutions, for it only requires us to 
(insist?) that they shall not feed on resources peculiarly our 
own and at our expense. The South must take this position 
ultimately and the only question is as to whether we should oc- 
cupy it when we can give battle successfully or whether we shall 
wait until the struggle is useless. 

Can the whigs, in justice to former opinions, to the interests 
of the country or to themselves, attract to themselves the odium 
of forcing a connexion between the Government and the broken 
banks? And even if they had the means of resuscitating their 
dead bodies will they place them at the executive disjx)sal, after 
having done so? The "Advocate" may go with Major Garland, 
but can the whigs of that district do so? 

Please let me hear from you at once and believe me 

most truly 

your friend 

R. M. T. Hunter. 

Consider this as private. 
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Gen. James Hamilton to Thomas W. Gilmer. 

Columbia June 3'' 1838 
My Dear Sir, 

1 have designed writing you for some time which I have 
postponed from that spirit of procrastination which too essen- 
tially belongs to our Southern temperament. 

My object has been & now is to apprize you that I went on 
to Philadelphia in March last and arranged all the forms & 
preliminaries for the negotiation in Europe this summer of a 
5 per cent, loan for Three Millions & a half of Dollars in Ster- 
ling Bonds of £500 & £250 for the Texan Government. I sent 
them out by a special agent to Texas and witli them a special 
guarantee act to be passed by the Texan Congress to the B. 
U. S., on the authority of which I hope to induce that Bank 
to guarantee & endorse the Bonds. 

I have not yet heard the success of my project. My object 
however in apprizing you is to say that I wrote M"" Burnley 
supposing he might be in Texas to say that recollecting your 
generous liberality to me that I should share the Commission 
with yourself & himself. I designed a similar arrangement in 
regard to this Loan. Indeed I declined the participation of 
M' Swartout of New York who offered to go out to Texas 
with the Bonds, because I felt this due to M'' Burnley & youi'- 
self. 

I informed the Texas Government that from the Bonds we 
should have to pay the Home and foreign Negotiations. I 
would not undertake to perfect the Loan for less on a/c of 
Commission & charges than 10 pr Cent as however I expected 
to negotiate at about an interest of 7 pr Cent. 

With the difference of exchange I considered this a good 
operation for the Government. 

I have not heard the result of my mission, but as I embark 
for Europe whether I am employed or not by the Texan Gov- 
ernment on the I July from New York, I will be very happy 
to meet you in Philadelphia on the 26' or 27'" of this month 
at farthest to determine what we can best do with the old Loan 
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or the new as circumstances may render necessary. We are 
in the midst of an extra between two fires — the conflagration 
of our city & the Sub Treasury. 

I shall return to Charleston in the course of a week, & re- 
main with sincere esteem respectfully & faithfully yours 

J Hamilton 

Thos W. Gilmer, Esq. 

P. S. — If the Texan Gov* adopts my project the negotia- 
tion of the Loan is almost certain. I send this letter to be 
mailed to Charleston per express. 

Gov. George R. Gilmer to T. W. Gilmer. 

Lexington 9'" April 1842. 
Dear Sir 

I thank you for your report on retrenchment. It points out 
some existing abuses which ought to be corrected. I write a 
line or two but to suggest to you an abuse which I consider much 
inore flagrant in its nature and extended in the amount of il- 
legal expenditure than any mentioned in your report. It con- 
sists in the practice of Officers of the Army charging for ser- 
vants and horses which they do not keep altho the law allows 
pay only for those that are kept. The pay is obtained by the 
Officers giving certificates of honor that Servants and horses 
are kept. This is done under pretences disgraceful to the public 
service. I have no doubt of the existence of the abuse tho 
you must find other authority for any statement which you make 
upon the subject. 

I differ with you and the majority of the House of Rep- 
lesentatives in the course pursued towards Giddings. I do not 
think you had the authority to censure a member for doing what 
he had the right to do under his responsibility to, his constituents 
and public opinion. Vicious as Giddings conduct was it could 
not be considered disordily. I regret the course pursued be- 
cause I believe it will strengthen the cause of the Abolitionists. 
I had the same objections to the attempt to censure M"" Adams. 
Every act which tends to make slavery the question upon which 
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political power is to depend must be injurious to the Slave-hold- 
ing States because they are in the minority with continually de- 
creasing strength. 

The old Lady joins in affectionate regards for you & family. 

George R. Gilmer. 
Hon'"^ 

Thomas W. Gilmer. 



LETTER BOOK OF THOMAS JETT. 

Some letters from this book were published in Quarterly 
XVil. 22-27. Below are abstracts of other letters: 

Virginia June 7, 1769. To John Morton Jordan. Mr Tur- 
ner wants his Chariot for his Lady. 

Virginia, July i, 1769. To Capt. John Anderson: Hopes 
a ready and good passage to London, and cargo will come to a 
good market. Dry weather since you went hence and crop does 
not promise more than last year. 

Virginia, July 8, 1769. To John Morton Jordan. Am fa- 
voured with your letter by Capt. Cuzzins. Am taking all lawful 
methods to get your money collected, have been obliged to pur- 
chase Irish Linen and other goods from Capt. Quinney, the 
prospect of the tobacco crop very bad, the plants are now all 
burnt up and as few people pitched their corn, tobacco therefore 
must continue at a high price here. 

Virginia, July (1769). To Mr. John Backhouse. Capt. 
Quinney I expect will be fully loaded, Capt. Brackell I hope 
will soon be able to compleat his ships load in James River, but 
Capt. Clack in York I fear will fall greatly short, unable as yet 
to get Mr. Hunter to a settlement.- 

Virginia, July 24, (1769). To Messrs Hanson, Clack & Co. 
■My last to you was of the 25 March by (Capt. James) Walker 
covering the accounts and lists of Devebre's estate. Is disap- 
pointed that the trouble that he has taken meets with such little 
(hanks. Inclosed you have my order on Mr. John Backhouse 
for £280 sterling which please place to my credit, I shall in 
about six weeks remit you the further sum of iioo, and as 



